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“My Account”
Magic in the making …without a wand!

Did you ever wish you could somehow

wave a magic wand and renew materials

without going out into the snow? Have you

ever gotten to the Library with all your kids’

books, only to find out that there’s one still at

home? Did the Library call you to let you

know the book you requested is waiting for

you and you can only wonder which book it

is? Do you know you have fines outstanding

for overdues, but you have no idea how

much you owe? 

Well, the Library doesn’t lend magic

wands but is happy to be able to offer some-

thing almost as good. Patrons can find the

answers to all those questions—and more—

by using My Account, MPPL’s automated

system. It is available in the Library, from

home by phone or on the Internet.

Here’s how it works.

• Have Library card in hand and dial

847/590-3200.

• Using a touch-tone phone, punch in the

Library card number located under the bar

code (all 14 digits—ignore the spaces).

When complete, punch the # key.

• Enter the four-digit personal identification

number (PIN) and press the # key.

A series of options will be given. Select the

option by pressing the corresponding number

on the phone pad. The five options are:

1—Renew items 
2—Items on loan 
3—List or cancel items on hold 
4—List any fines 
5—List overdue items

Follow the prompts within each option to

access additional information.

Option 1 — Renew Items
There are three ways to renew items.

Patrons will be prompted to select one by

pressing the corresponding number.

Renew by title. The title of each

checked-out item and its due date will be

given. Materials can be renewed by pressing

“1” at the appropriate time or skip to the

next item by pressing “2.”

Renew by bar code. If the item that

needs to be renewed is handy, enter the bar

code rather than listening to all the items that

are on loan. The bar code label is usually

found on the back or front cover. On some

—see My Account on page 6
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The Readers Advisory staff is dedicat-

ed to patrons’ reading needs. Located on

the second floor at the Fiction/AV/Teen

Desk, the staff focuses on fiction and pop-

ular materials and are always ready to sug-

gest books that match your reading tastes.

Services include offering read-alikes,

booklists, alternatives to best sellers not on

the shelf, and answering questions about

fiction and other popular materials.

The Readers Advisors also offer the

following services:

Bestsellers Club—Automatically reserves

a copy of a favorite author’s newest releases! 

Book Discussions—Stop by and learn

about the various groups and titles.

Homebound Delivery Service—For

information on receiving homebound

delivery service or on becoming a home-

bound volunteer.

Literary Links—Web sites for book lovers.

NoveList—an online tool that helps read-

ers find new books based on books they’ve

read or topics in which they are interested.

eBooks—access our eBook collection

through netLibrary.

Looking for a good read? The Readers

Advisors are here to help...stop by the

Desk or give them a call at 847/253-5675!

In January 2005 free high-speed wire-

less access or WiFi became available at the

Library. WiFi computer network technolo-

gy allows laptop or notebook computers

and personal digital assistant (PDA)

equipment to send and receive Internet

data via a wireless network. Using a stan-

dard Internet browser and a WiFi compli-

ant wireless Ethernet card, patrons are able

to connect to the Internet to check e-mail,

surf the Web, or browse the catalog.

Complete details are available at

MPPL’s Web site at www.mppl.org or at

any of the public service desks.



(R) Registration required
(NR) Registration not required

Free Screenings of Movies 
✮ SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS ✮

Sign up at the Registration Desk; call 847/253-
5675, or on the Internet at www.mppl.org/register.

htm. The Library requires at least a one-week
notice if special accommodations are needed.

Events &
ProgramsEvents &
Programs

for Adults and Families
Programs are held in Meeting Room A 

and book discussions in Meeting Room B 

unless otherwise noted. Please register for all

Library programs at the Registration Desk;

call 847/253-5675, or on the Internet at

www.mppl.org/register. htm. Fees, when 

applicable, must be paid at the Registration 

Desk at the time of sign up. Fees are not 

refundable unless the program is canceled.

for Adults and Families

Ray
Wednesday, March 2 ✮ 7 p.m. (R)
Thursday, March 10 ✮ 1 p.m. (R)

Starring Jamie Foxx, Kerry Washington,
Regina King, Clifton Powell.Directed by
Taylor Hackford. Rated PG-13,152 minutes

Finding Neverland
Wednesday, April 6 ✮ 7:30 p.m. (R)

Thursday, April 21 ✮ 1 p.m. (R)
Starring Johnny Depp, Kate Winslet,
Dustin Hoffman, Julie Christie. Directed by
Marc Forster. Rated PG, 106 minutes

The Rise of
the Skyscraper
in Chicago
Tuesday, March 1 
▲ 7:30 p.m

Millions travel to Chicago to witness the

wonder of its skyscrapers. Join the Library for

an overview of these magnificent downtown

buildings, both historic and modern, present-

ed by a docent from the Chicago Architecture

Foundation. Learn how Chicago’s early devel-

opment led to the skyscraper’s “ascent,” and

gain insights into some of the Windy City’s

greatest buildings, including the Rookery, the

Marquette Building, the Sears Tower, and the

Inland Steel Building. This program is spon-

sored by the DeFilipps Memorial Fund. (R)

Irish Immigrants to North
America: Before, During
and After the Famine
Saturday, March 5 ▲ 10 a.m.

Noted author and genealogist Paul

Milner presents this program that covers the

reasons for the great Irish migration to

America in the wake of the 1848 Great Potato

Famine. Attendees will learn which tools and

records are available to trace their Irish lineage

outstanding flavor and hardiness. (R)

The Surprising Netherlands:
Amsterdam & Beyond
Tuesday, April 5 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

Glide through Amsterdam’s canals and

wander through the city’s narrow streets as

Melanie Karsen presents this travelogue

detailing the two years she and her family

spent in the Netherlands. Her beautiful slides

will take guests into charming villages and

the peaceful Dutch countryside, where tulips

and windmills await. (R)

Understanding Parkinson’s
Disease
Tuesday, April 19 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

For most people, voluntary and con-

trolled movement takes little effort, but for

the 1.5 million Americans who suffer from

Parkinson’s Disease, it is much more difficult.

This program, cosponsored by Alexian Brothers

as well as how this mass movement across the

Atlantic has affected genealogical research. (R)

So You Want to Remodel
Your Kitchen?
Tuesday, March 8 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

The Library welcomes David Kunzweiler

of Cabinets Plus, Inc., Palatine, for a presenta-

tion on modern trends in kitchen remodeling

and tips on how to get the kitchen of your

dreams. From kitchen cabinets, countertops,

flooring, lighting, and accessories, Kunzweiler

will provide information on choices available

to the consumer, timetables for remodeling

projects, and cost considerations. In addition,

see how remodeling projects can add value to

your home. (R)

The McNulty Irish Dancers
Tuesday, March 15 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

Celebrate the spirit of St. Patrick’s Day

with a special dance presentation courtesy of

The McNulty Irish Dancers. Dressed in

exquisite costumes and displaying talent

beyond their years, these young dancers will

captivate the audience with their beautiful,

powerful Irish dances. (R)

Normal Aging vs. Dementia
Tuesday, March 22 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

How can you tell if you or someone

you love is exhibiting normal signs of aging

or some form of dementia? This program,

which compares common aging traits with

aspects of dementia, is designed to clarify

the confusion. The program will also help

attendees identify specific signs that may

indicate a problem. (R)

Growing Edibles for Fun
and Flavor
Tuesday, March 29 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

Harvesting fruits, herbs, and vegetables

grown in your own garden is one of the

most rewarding parts of gardening. Learn the

basic fundamentals for planning, planting,

maintaining, and harvesting a variety of

nutritious and delicious produce. The pro-

gram also focuses on traditional heirloom

vegetables and new varieties selected for their

Friends of the
Library Book Sale

❖ Saturday, April 16
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

❖ Sunday, April 17
noon to 4:30 p.m.

MOVIES @
MPPL



These programs are usually held the third

Tuesday of each month at 1:30 p.m. Sign up at the

Registration Desk; call 847/253-5675 or on the Internet

at www.mppl.org/register. htm. The Library requires at

least a one-week notice if special accommodations are

needed.

Join Nancy Prichard, Collection

Development Manager, as she conducts

genre studies featuring different authors

and genres. Participants are asked to

read, and be prepared to discuss, at least

two mysteries from the author/genre

that is featured for the month.

Monday, March 14 ▲ 7 p.m.
—Suspense thrillers by Michael Connelly 

Monday, April 11 ▲ 7 p.m.
—First mystery novel written by Wilkie Collins

Wednesday, March 16
Life of Pi by Yann Martel   7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 20
Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind

by Ann B. Ross   7:30 p.m.

Food for Thought

Wednesday, March 16
Ella Minnow Pea: a Progressively
Lipogrammatic Epistolary Fable 

by Mark Dunn 10 a.m.

Wednesday, April 20
Angels and Demons
by Dan Brown  10 a.m.

Coffee, Books & More

Friends of the Library

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

Wednesday, March 2
The Lobster Chronicles: 

Life on a Very Small Island
by Linda Greenlaw 1 p.m.

Wednesday, April 6
The Optimist’s Daughter 

by Eudora Welty   1 p.m.

You Are What You Eat
Tuesday, March 15 ▲ 1:30 p.m.

In celebration of “Nutrition Month,”

learn how to stay fit through healthy eat-

ing during this program led by a dietician

from Holy Family Medical Center. As tele-

Mysteries Lost & Found
Tuesday, April 12 ▲ 1:30 p.m.

Library staff members present book

talks on some of their favorite mysteries

that may have been forgotten. Enjoy 

cookies and coffee during this hour of of

rediscovered treasures. (R)

Lean back in a comfortable chair, enjoy

a steaming cup of coffee, and let your

thoughts “percolate” as the Library

introduces a new monthly contemporary 

issues discussion group. The 

goal of this moderated 

discussion is for participants 

to discuss their thoughts on

Friday, March 18 ▲ 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 22 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

controversial subjects that affect people at

the local, national, and international level.

All points of view are welcome at this

open, nonpartisan forum, which is founded

by the idea that informed discussion can

help lead to a better world. The group will

discuss a new topic each month. Coffee and

Conversation is sponsored by the Mount

Prospect Public Library Foundation. To

register, call 847/253-5675 or visit

www.mppl.org/register.htm. (R)

Book 
Discussions

Books are available at 
the Fiction/AV/Teen Desk. 

Discussions are held in Meeting 
Room B, and registration is not necessary. CONTEMPORARY ISSUES DISCUSSION GROUP

Meet Author
Jennifer
Chiaverini
Thursday, April 7

▲ 7:30 p.m.
Jennifer Chiaverini,

well-known author of the

Elm Creek Quilts series, visits the Library as

part of a book tour to pro-

mote her newest novel,

The Sugar Camp Quilt.
An author and quilter, Ms.

Chiaverini’s presentation

will conclude with an autograph session.

Books will be available for purchase. (R)

Monday, April 4
The Magician’s Assistant

by Ann Patchett   7 p.m.
*meets at Caribou Coffee, 90 East Northwesy Highway

*Book Chat @ Caribou

Medical Center, offers information on symp-

toms, treatments, and available support for

those dealing with Parkinson’s. (R)

I’ll Be Seeing You: Music
From the World War II Years
Tuesday, April 26 ▲ 7:30 p.m.

Vocalist Marcy Novit and keyboardist Lee

Bassett offer a variety of tunes from the World

War II-era, accompanied by readings of actual

letters written to American GIs who were

overseas defending freedom. These letters,

written by mothers, wives, and friends, present

a glimpse of the hardships endured here at

home during the war years. (R)

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

vision and magazines trumpet the latest in

“miracle” foods, discover the true path to

a healthy lifestyle because, after all, You

Are What You Eat! (R)

Senior
Session

Coffee&Conversation

MurderTHEY WRITE
and MurderWe Read



Y Services ● ● ●● ● ●outh
Please register for all programs at the Library’s Registration Desk; call 847/253-5675, or sign up

on the Internet at www.mppl.org/register.htm unless otherwise noted. Programs with limited
attendance are open only to Mount Prospect residents. Please have proof of residency when
registering. The Library requires at least a one-week notice if special accommodations are needed.

● ● ● ● ● (R) Registration required (NR) Registration not required ● ● ● ● ●

Día de los Niños,
Día de los Libros
(Children’s Day, Book Day)
Friday, April 29 ▲6:30-8 p.m.

El Día de los Niños is a traditional day

of celebration in Mexico honoring the

importance of children. The event includes

family book sharing, English/Spanish story-

telling, refreshments, and a chance to meet a

favorite book character. This program is

funded by the Elizabeth J. Clough Memorial

Fund. (R)

Popeye and Swee’ Pea
Saturday, March 12 ▲11-11:45 a.m. (R)

Kalapriya, India Alive
Saturday, April 9 ▲11-11:45 a.m. (R)

—for all ages

❍

SUPER
Saturday!

Create-a-Craft
Workshops

—for all ages

Chat & Chew
—for 4-6th grades

What could be more fun than 

talking about good books while eating

food? Join in a lively book discussion,

dinner, and theme-related activities.

Books are available at the Youth

Services Desk. (R)

Do Bananas Chew Gum?
by Jamie Gilson

Sam acts like a smart aleck to keep from
looking dumb. When his family moves and
he starts in a new school, Sam wonders
how long he can keep his problem secret.
After all, even the second-grader he babysits
reads better than he does.

Monday, April 25 ▲ 5-6 p.m.

Someone You’d Like to Know
Monday, March 21 ▲4:15-5:15 p.m.

Celebrate Women’s History Month! (R)

It’s Poetry Month!
Monday, April 18 ▲4:15-5:15 p.m.

Come and learn the rich language of
poetry. (R)

Stop in for an exciting time of fun and
learning for families. Please register for
these programs which are held in Meeting
Room A.

Book 
Voyagers

—for 1st-3rd grades
This club is for children who like to lis-

ten to stories, eat snacks, and participate
in fun activities. Each journey is limited to a
crew of 35 adventurous voyagers.

Drop into the Library on the following
Fridays between 11:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
and take home a work of art. (NR)

Friday, March 18 ▲Spring Crafts

Friday, April 22 ▲Mother’s Day Crafts

Start the weekend with a family night
at the movies! Don’t forget to sign up at
the Registration Desk for this event! (R)

The Princess Diaries 2: 
Royal Engagement  (115 minutes)

Friday, March 11 ▲6:30 p.m.

Family Movie Night

Big Ideas With
Puppets
Monday, April 4 ▲7-8:30 p.m.

Julia Townsend, of Woods Hollow

Children’s Center, will hold a puppet work-

shop designed to show teachers and child

care professionals the benefits of incorpo-

rating puppets into educational programs.

The focus will be on how to use puppets

and songs to teach infants, toddlers, and

preschoolers. There will be plenty of time

for puppet interaction and browsing! (R)

After a four-year hiatus, fish have
returned to Youth Services! Because
of space constraints, the previous
aquarium was removed to make room
for a new Youth Desk. Children and
their parents frequently asked,
“Where are the fish?” Many thanks to
the Friends of the Library for providing
the 125-gallon aquarium that was
installed in January.

Connor enjoys the new aquarium in
Youth Services

A Fish Tale

Meet Author
Jamie Gilson
Wednesday, April 27
▲ 7-9 p.m.

Jamie Gilson, award-

winning author of 18 children’s

books, visits the Library to

meet her readers and discuss

her life and works, including

her newest book, Stink Alley.
This historical novel is set in Leiden,

Holland, in 1614, where kids ride windmill

wings and never change their underwear.

This special author presentation is sponsored

by the Friends of the Library. (R)

Grades 3and up!
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welcome to attend.

Library Board of Trustees
Dale Barbara Draznin

Jane Everett
Jacqueline C. Hinaber

Judith Klein
Laura L. Luteri
Richard Tani

William O. Walters

Marilyn Genther, Executive Director
Cathy Hill Deane, Deputy Director

John Bailie, Assistant Director

Mount Prospect 
Public Library
10 South Emerson Street
Mount Prospect,IL 60056
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Night OwlAfter Hours
Reference Service:

847/253-5675

Library Hours:
Monday-Friday  9 a.m.-10 p.m.

Saturday  9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday  noon-5 p.m.

My Account
847/590-3200

Mystery Author J.A. Konrath
Sunday, April 10 2 p.m.

If you like Elmore
Leonard, Carl Hiaasen,
and Julie Smith, you
won’t want to miss this
opportunity to meet
local mystery author
J.A. Konrath.

Konrath’s debut novel, Whiskey
Sour, has been cheered as full of laugh-
out-loud humor and edge-of-your-seat 
suspense. (R)

Don’t Be Clueless!
Find out “who dunnit” during a fun-

filled hour of playing different versions of
the game Clue™. Participants will be 
eligible to win one of the versions of
Clue™ after the games are complete. (R)  

Clue™ for Kids (2nd-5th grades)

Monday, April 11 4-5 p.m.

Teen Zone Clue™ (6-12th grades)

Wednesday, April 13 4-5 p.m.

Not Just for Seniors: 
Mysteries Lost & Found
Tuesday, April 12 1:30 p.m.

Library staff members present book
talks on some of their favorite mysteries
that may have been forgotten. (R)

“Who knows what lurks 
in the hearts of men…”
Tuesday, April 12 7 p.m.

Those Were the Days Radio Players
is a group of people who love old-time
radio. They will perform skits from classic
mystery radio shows using scripts from
the ’30s, ’40s and ’50s radio broadcasts
in much the same manner as when they
were performed live in studios! (R)

Mystery Movie Night
Wednesday, April 13 7 p.m.

Humphrey Bogart stars as detective
Sam Spade in The Maltese Falcon at a
screening of this renowned classic,
directed by John Huston and based on
the novel by Dashiell Hammett.

It’s no mystery…the Library staff have assembled a week of programs guaranteed to welcome
skulkers and sleuths alike to one of the biggest events of the year. Join in the celebration of

one of Mount Prospect’s most popular genres—the mystery.

Family Movie Night
Friday, April 15 6:30 p.m.

Family Movie Night features Harriet the
Spy. When Harriet’s secret notebook gets
her in trouble with her friends, can she
manage to keep both her spy business
and the friends she alienated? (R)

The March/April calendar is now available 
on the Library’s Web site at www.mppl.org!

The Library will be closed on Sunday,March 27!

…Follow the Clues to Your Library!
National Library Week…April 10-16



Young Adults ages 11-18

(R) Please register for all programs at the Library’s Registration Desk; call 847/253-5675 or sign up on the
Internet at www.mppl.org/register.htm unless otherwise noted (NR). The Library requires at least a one-
week notice if special accommodations are needed.

books and videos it may be on the inside

of the item. On books, it may be on the

first inside page. On videos, it may be

affixed to the inside cover. Enter all the

numbers, ignoring the spaces, followed by

the # key.

Renew all. If this option is selected,

all items checked out will be renewed.

Each item and its new due date will be

repeated. If an item is not renewable, the

reason will be given.

Renewal Tips 
Items are renewed from the date of

the call. Titles will be restated and the

new due date will be given. Overdue fines

still accrue for any lapse between the

original due date and the date of the

phone renewal. Regular renewal guide-

lines are still followed. For example, if an

item has already been renewed once, the

phone system will not renew it a second

time but will inform users that they have

“exceeded the renewal maximum.”

Feature videos, DVDs, and interlibrary
loan items cannot be renewed. If an item

is not renewable, the reason will be given.

Option 2—List items checked out
on loan. Each item and its due date will

be given.

Option 3—List or cancel items on
hold. A list of items on the Hold Shelf

will be given along with the date(s) to

which the item will be held. Patrons may

also cancel an item being held if it is no

longer wanted.

Option 4—List fines outstanding.
Option 5—List overdue items.
Try it! My Account offers an amaz-

ing amount of information available at

your fingertips by phone or on the

Internet. Of course, the staff at MPPL

will be happy to assist you should you

have difficulty navigating the system or

have questions the automated system

can’t answer.

My Account
847/590-3200

—continued from page 1

Sundaes on 
Sunday Afternoon
Sunday, March 13 ▲ 2-3:30 p.m

Teens and students are invited to 

create their own delicious sundaes 

as Young Adult Librarian Rose 

Allen chats about some of the 

great teen titles that have been 

recently added to the Library’s Teen 
Zone collection. Don’t forget to bring a sweet

tooth and an appetite for some great books! (R)

Got Duct Tape,
Have Some Fun!
Friday, March 25 ▲ 1-3 p.m.

Everyone has an artistic ability, so why

not use it to have fun? Design and assemble

some of your very own duct tape creations,

MEET AUTHOR

Jonathon Scott Fuqua
Wednesday, April 20 ▲ 7:30-9 p.m.

Meet award-winning young adult author Jonathon Fuqua, author

of titles such as Darby, The Reappearance of Sam Webber, and 

The Willoughby Spit Wonder. Fuqua will discuss his career, share

his love of writing, and sign copies of his books. Students and their

parents are welcome to this event that is sponsored by the Friends of

the Library. (R)

Babysitting Clinic
Saturday, March 19 ▲ 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 30 ▲ 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Become a Red Cross 

certified babysitter 

during this all-day 

clinic that covers basic child care, supervi-

sion, first aid, selection of toys, games, and

more. The Library will conduct a lottery to

determine participation in this popular

event. Register for the lottery between 

March 1-14 at the Fiction/AV/Teen Desk.

There is a $15 non-refundable registration fee

if the student is selected for the lottery. (R) 

and put your creative side to work! From

wallets, belts, neckties, mini skirts, flip flops,

and more, “unravel” the secrets to creating

some unique items! MPPL will supply all the

duct tape you’ll need, and prizes will be

handed out for most original designs. (R)

Chess, Cookies,
& Chocolate

Sunday, March 20 ▲ 2-4 p.m.
Sunday, April 24 ▲ 2-4 p.m.

Teen chess enthusiasts are invited to

challenge themselves in the ultimate game of

strategy. Regardless of your level of skill, all

are welcome to participate. (R)

Thursday, April 28 ▲ 7:30-8:30 p.m.
It makes for fascinating television, but

this program provides the real story about

what happens at a crime scene. MPPL 

welcomes an evidence technician from the

Illinois State Police Crime Lab, who will 

discuss evidence gathering and how evidence

undergoes scientific examination. The 

program also addresses fingerprinting, body

bags, and what must be preserved at a crime

scene in order to yield reliable information.

(R)

CSI: Mount Prospect


