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Benefits of Knowing the Company 

Shows youôve done homework on the 

company before the interview 

Prepares you for discussion about the field 

with the potential employers 

Allows you to identify challenges or 

opportunities to present in an interview 

Demonstrates genuine interest as a 

candidate for the position 

 



Questions need Answers 

Do you have any questions for us? 

 

So, what do you know about us? 

 

Develop a question or comment with 

substance and relevance 

 



Research from Multiple Sources 

Company profile, size, structure, and history 

Existing/new products or services 

Who are the competitors in this field?  

Industry overview 

Financial Review (disclosure/public or private) 

New partnerships, client acquisitions 

New appointments, executive changes 



Research from Multiple Sources 

What topics are in the news regarding this 
company? 

 

Does this organization participate in any 
associations or conference events?  

 

How does this company rank in its field? 
 

What opportunities can I research about this 
company? What is unique that I can address? 

 



Library Tools 

Reference USA 

LexisNexis 

S&P Industry Surveys 

MasterFile Premier/Business Source 
Premier 

Company Website 

 



Research and Reference 



RefUSA: Size, Structure, History 

(Fortune Brands, Deerfield IL) 



RefUSA: Industry Classes 



RefUSA: Management 



RefUSA: Competitors 


