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Overview and History of LexisNexis

« Started as legal database and premiered 1973
« Added news module in 1979
* Unvelled on Web in 1997

« Contains all U.S. statutes and laws (and nearly all
published case opinions) from 1770’s to present.

« Contains publicly available unpublished case opinions
from 1980.

* Company Dossier Is separate product within LexisNexis:
44,000,000 companies

« Recently became available to public libraries

* Includes more than 9500 sources and publications
combined



Path to Access LexisNexis

« MPPL Research and Reference

« Remote access to resident cardholders Is
now available (legal information available
within Ilbrary)
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General Searching:
Easy and Power
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General Searching: Easy

« Natural Language = what'’s used in Google
* Global and local newspapers

« Trade publications

« Magazines

* Example: Chicago Olympics

« “I” for source Information

« Use date range to refine search

* Edit search to keep search terms




General Searching: Power

« Connectors: use as you become familiar

« Keep searches simple and refine with
connectors as needed

« Similar to Google “and”,
commands apply

« Using “at least” command
Example: atleast5(obama)

and not”



Browsing and Selecting Sources
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Browsing and Selecting Sources
for Power Search

* By location
* Find source by publication title
« Select and build list of multiple sources

« Example: CQ Source
Obama and town hall, previous week



NEWVS

« Content Specific Search form (tab)
« More control than Easy Search

« News articles can be searched in both Power
Search and News tab

« Defaults to U.S. newspapers and wires
« Example: Chicago parking meter!

« “Show” and “Sort” drop down features
* [ndex terms

« Select Source



Legal

« Soon to highlight landmark legal cases

« Defaults to Law Reviews for general overview of
cases

« Federal & State Cases
* Federal & State Codes
« Tax Laws

« Patents

The legal portion of LexisNexis Is only available
through computers in the Library



Legal

Examples

Search Law Review for overview of “lemon laws”

« Start: natural language: “lemon laws”

« Terms and connectors: atleast5 (lemon laws).

Search Fed and Il cases for lemon laws

« Natural language: “lemon laws”

« Terms and connectors: “lemon laws” AND atleast4(auto! Or car)
« 313 Ill. App. 386, 40 N.E.2d 545

[Ilinois statutes
« Search citation 765 ILCS 605/1
« Condominium Property Act



Legal

« Each Case Summary contains:
Procedural Posture — the history of the case

Overview — Review of the facts of the case as well as
court’s holding on legal issue involved

Outcome — Sums up the court’s ruling

Core terms — the prominent legal and factual terms
taken directly from the opinion

Headnotes — Key legal points. You can jump directly
to the next text point where each headnote appears
by clicking the down arrow next to it.



Business
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Business

« Search Company Dossier
44,000,000 companies: 35,000 public
National/international
Public/private
Parents and subsidiaries



Business

« Search by:

Company name (Example: Topco)
_ocation
Produces company snapshot
~inancial information: Hoovers
_egal within company information
ntellectual property information




Business: Create a Company List
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Business: Create a Company List

« Use for research, job hunting, building
client list, networking, prospects

« Example: Commercial Banking
Chicago, IL
* Sorts alpha by public company ticker first




Business: Compare Companies

« Compare publicly traded companies
« Example: Allstate, Corus, Northern Trust
« Example: Microsoft, Apple

« May not match time period of reported
financials




Business: Company Profiles

* Opens results to other publications

« Analysis and reports provided by other
services/publishers

« Corporate affiliations

* Products, ownership, financials,
competitors



LexisNexis User Guides and Wik

* LLinks from main page

* How to Guides

« Step by Steps

« Updates to product information

* Reference by appointment

Mount Prospect Public Library
847-253-5675



	The Definitive Resource – LexisNexis: Hands-on Training Seminar
	Overview and History of LexisNexis
	Path to Access LexisNexis 
	General Searching: �Easy and Power
	General Searching: Easy
	General Searching: Power
	Browsing and Selecting Sources
	Browsing and Selecting Sources for Power Search
	News
	Legal
	Legal
	Legal
	Business
	Business
	Business
	Business: Create a Company List
	Business: Create a Company List
	Business: Compare Companies
	Business: Company Profiles
	LexisNexis User Guides and Wiki

