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Basic Facts about Ancestry Library 
Edition

Collection of databases with genealogical 
and historical content 
Special version of Ancestry.com provided to 
libraries via ProQuest Information and 
Learning Company
Offers the most genealogical information 
available online in one place (5 billion names 
in 4000 collections, 1300-Present)



Basic Facts of ALE, continued

New content added daily
Includes:
Census records
Vital records information
Immigration records
Military records
Church records
Maps



Basic Facts of ALE, continued

Does not include:
Historical newspapers collections

Ancestry World Tree and message boards 
are read-only



Basic Facts of ALE, continued

Covers United States, Canada and some 
European countries including United 
Kingdom and Germany



Overview of this presentation

How to access ALE at the library
Tour of the database—how to get to certain 
sections
Browsing by category
General search
Basic and advanced searches of census and 
other select databases



Accessing ALE at the Library

Can be used at any Library computer 
connected to the Internet (Enet computers 
and genealogy room computers)
Where to find ALE 
*Start at Research and Reference page
*Click on “Genealogy” under Databases by 
Subject
*Ancestry LE is at the top of the page



Research and Reference Page of MPPL 
web site





Ancestry Library Edition Page



Map of ALE Page

Three major options:
Home page
Search page
Charts and Forms



ALE Home Page



Home page offers general search box as well 
as direct links to census and collections of 
other major databases.



Search Page



Search page

Search box 
Links to census records
Lists of categories of databases
Links to browse information via location
Best place to start searching



Charts and Forms



Charts and Forms

Offers genealogical charts and forms to 
download and use



Map of ALE databases

Databases organized in three major 
categories:
*Historical Records
*Stories & Publications
*Photos & Maps



Historical Records

Census records
Vital records (birth, marriage, death)
Immigration records
Military records
Directories
Court, Land records
Dictionaries, Encyclopedias



Historical Records Search Page



Stories and Publications

Includes stories, histories, and memories 
about individuals and places
Major databases include American 
Genealogical-Biographical Index and 
Dictionary of National Biography
Offers some newspapers and periodicals



Stories & Publications Search Page



Photos & Maps

U.S. school yearbooks
Photo collections (Library of Congress and 
others)
Maps, atlases & gazetteers



Photos & Maps Search Page



Searching Tips

Start at “Search” page
“Basic” search:
*Choose a category
*Fill in as much information as you wish
*Click “Search” button   
“Advanced” search:
*Access at top of “Search” page
*Can search all categories at once





Advanced search page



Searching Tips, cont.

“Exact” search looks for information just as it 
is entered
Non exact search can pull up much irrelevant 
material
Wild cards are “*” for up to 6 characters and 
“?” for one character
Use quotation marks for phrase searches



Using the Card Catalog

Searches all the databases
Search by keyword or database title
Accessed via drop down menu of Search tab 
on home screen or via link on Search page







Database Card Catalog page



Ancestry World Tree

400 million names arranged in family trees
Submitted by Ancestry.com users
Can only be viewed in Ancestry Library 
Edition
Includes contact information of the submitter
Information only as accurate as the sources 
used by the submitter



Ancestry World Tree page



Additional Resources

The Official Guide to Ancestry.com by 
George G. Morgan (GS 025.0692 MOR)
Ancestry magazine (in Genealogy Room 
periodical collection)
Free monthly email newsletter from 
Amazon.com (sign up on its website)
MPPL Reference staff 



A Gentle Ending: The Genealogical                
Search via Peeps

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAxrLJ5nw_g

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAxrLJ5nw_g
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