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EXPLORING INTERNET SITES FOR 

GENEALOGISTS



Presentation Goals
·Review types of sites available to genealogists

·Review methods for evaluating websites

·Look at six free reputable genealogy web sites

·Cyndiõs List

·Family Search

·US Gen Web

·Illinois State Archives

·Cook County Genealogy Online

·Newberry Library

·Time for individual research



Websites for Genealogists

·Fee-based:  Ancestry.com, Heritage Quest

·Free (General): Rootsweb, US GenWeb, 

Cyndiõs List, Family Search, GenealogyBuff

·Hybrid:  Footnote



Evaluating Web Sites

·Who authored the site?

·What type of information is it?

·When was the web page created?

·What is the scope of the information?

·Is the information primary, secondary or tertiary?

·Is the information documented?



Getting to the Web Sites: MPPL 

Genealogy Page

·Go to www.mppl.org

·Click on category òResearch and Referenceó

·Click on òGenealogyó under the heading 

òResearch Guidesó

http://www.mppl.org/


MPPL Genealogy Page





MPPL Genealogy Page

·Description of MPPL Genealogy collection

·Recommended web sites arranged by 

categories 

·Databases

·General Resources

·Local Resources

·Illinois Resources

·National Resources

·Ethnic Resources



Cyndiõs List 

(www.cyndislist.com)



Cyndiõs List

·Created in 1996 by experienced genealogist 

Cyndi Howells

·Very carefully indexed (main, topical, 

alphabetical)

·Good for finding historical and cultural sites

·Has search option

·Continually updated

·Has link to Cyndiõs blog



Family Search (LDS)

(www.familysearch.org)



Family Search
·Created by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 

1999.

·Wide range of resources for genealogists

·Catalog to microfilm holdings

·Historical books

·Research helps (articles, wiki, online classes)

·Search records-2 ways

·General search (IGI, Pedigree Resource File, 1880 Census)

·Record search pilot (variety of vital records with images)

·Free Personal Ancestral File (PAF) software



Family Search: Record Search 

(Richard Philpott)







Record Search Pilot (Richard 

Philpott)





Record Search Pilot: Browse



Click on map to select area of interest or use 

drop down menu to choose geographic area



Record Search Pilot: Illinois 

Records



US GenWeb 

(www.usgenweb.org)



US GenWeb
·Established in 1996 by volunteers interested in genealogy

·Totally committed to free access to genealogy information

·Offers links to free websites for genealogy information in 

every county and every state of the United States

·Totally non-commercial

·Organized first by state then by county in that state

·Several ways to access state pages (drop-down menu, map, 

link from home page)

·Each page is managed by volunteer and is unique

·Developed several ongoing special projects



IL GenWeb Project 

(http://ilgenweb.net)




